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About The Nepal Digest 

The Nepal Digest (TND) is a publication of TND Foundation, global not-for-profit information and 
resource center (registered in New York, USA) committed to promoting issues concerning Nepal. All 
members of TheNepalDigest.org will get copy of The Nepal Digest (TND). Membership is free of 
charge and is open to all. 

The Nepal Digest is the first Nepali electronic e-magazine in the Internet. The Nepal Digest hopes to 
create a free and democratic electronic plaform -- free of all political views, free of cultural biasness, 
against prejudices and unjustness of all kinds. 
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Editorial “TND in Financial Desperation” 
By Ujjwal Bhattarai 
 

Dear Readers: 

Welcome to the December issue of The Nepal Digest (TND), which is the final issue for the year 
2003! 

TND is quite excited to see the turn of year 2003 because year 2004 would mark the 2nd year for the 
rejuvenated TND and the 15th since its inception. We would like to thank all who have made this 
possible by their continuous support. 

At this moment, I would like to appeal for your financial support to TND. TND has been burdened by 
several bills right now - the server where TND is hosted is sending me letters to renew the service, the 
domain-name itself (theNepalDigest.org) needs to be renewed by January, the post office is handling 
me yellow slips of renewal notices. So far, members of TND team have been using their private 
properties for the sake of TND - such as phones, computers, Internet access to upload and maintain 
pages, and supplies (eg. CDs to keep backup, letterheads, etc). I see more expenses soon as tax 
season approaches. The situation is very critical and TND needs your support! 

Last issue of TND (Nov 7 – Dec 17) registered more than 70,000 hits, which is the highest for a single 
issue in past 12 months. For the month of November alone, the average hits were 1785 per day. Our 
subscriber base is now close to 4,000. This clearly shows the increasing popularity of TND. 

As always, TND is confident to receive your support. Please pledge your support to TND today. Now, 
TND can accept donations online using secure means of Paypal. Support NOW Or if you would 
prefer please send checks to TND Foundation, PO Box 8206, White Plains, NY 10602. 

Thank you for your support! And we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Ujjwal Bhattarai 
Editor/Coordinator 
The Nepal Digest (TND) 
contact@theNepalDigest.org  

 

 
Who said what? 
 
"We urge both the Maoists and the CPN-UML party leader Madhav Kumar Nepal not to misuse Indian 
Territory for any clandestine meeting or dialogue in the future." - Indian ambassador to Nepal Shyam 
Sharan 

“There is no other alternative to elections,” - PM Thapa 

"Ladies and gentlemen, we got him." - Paul Bremer [refering to capture of Saddam] 

 
Letter to Editor: eConference from eParliamentIDL 
Dear Ujjwal and other Colleagues and supporters of TND, 

I invite your participation in the first "eConference on the Non-violent Resolutions of Armed Conflicts" 
to be held on the eParliamentIDL (http://www.eParliament.org/idl/) from 8 to 25 December 2003. It is a 
matter of pride that this eConference also coincides with, and shares the spirits and scopes of the 
55th anniversary of Universal Declaration of Human Rights, World Summit on Information Society (10-
12 December, Geneva, Switzerland), 4th International Conference of Chief Justices of the World (12-
14 December, Lucknow, India, ) and 5th International Conference on Information Technology in 
Regional Areas (15-17 December, Caloudra, Australia). 

During this period, I appeal you to participate in this virtual and asynchronous 
eConference to discuss about the present and future of those 37 regions of armed 

www.theNepalDigest.org
http://www.eParliament.org/idl/
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conflicts which are bathing in the bloods of countless innocent people, and have 
become a mockery to peace, justice, human rights, democracy and development. 

In order to register with the eConference on a particular country, send a blank 
email with subject "subscribe" (no quotation marks) to nepal@eParliament.org. Alternatively, you can 
use alternative links under "How to Register to eConferences?" section at the bottom of this call. 

The key point of this asynchronous eConference is "What is impeding the peace process (in the 
country you have registerd to), and how to overcome it?" 

The questions for discussions are: 

* Question 1: How do you see the link of the armed conflicts with interests of foreign powers, terrorist 
groups, arms dealers, mafia, and vested internal political, religious and business interests? And Do 
you see any role of third parties or international organizations like UN for mediation? 

* Question 2: How do you personally assess the violations of civil, political, social, economic and other 
allied rights of people due to the armed conflicts? What are your recommentdations (policy-related 
and/or at operational level) to give peace a chance other than specified in the background paper? 

* Question 3: How to resolve the crisis? How to motivate the parties- in-conflicts and innocent citizens 
to act towards peace? What role could civil society play? What role for business? How could the 
epistemic community of researchers, academics and diplomats help? 

* Question 4: Do you think grassroots initiatives like eParliament.org could offer a virtual forum for 
online mediation and peacebuilding? Why and how? 

* Question 5: Will an eConference of this kind generate a renewed consensus for peaceful 
resolutions? Why and how? 

Please try to be as specific as possible as stated in the Terms and Conditions of use which was sent 
to you during registration confirmation. 

Kindly send all your inputs to: nepal@eParliament.org 

Regards, 

Dr. Sichendra Bista 
eParliamentIDL Moderator 

 

 
Immigration Q&A 
By Ramesh Shrestha, Attorney-at-law 

(Ramesh K. Shrestha is a practicing attorney in New York City. His office is located at 377 Broadway, 
Suite 801, New York, NY 10013. Tel: (212) 625-3394, Fax: (212) 431-4460, Email: 
Rshresthalaw@aol.com. His practice concentrates on Immigrant and Nonimmigrant Visas, Business 
Immigration, Extraordinary Ability, National Interest Waivers, Labor Certification/Permanent 
Residency, Detention/Bond, Removal/Deportation Defense before Immigration Courts/Executive 
Office for Immigration Review, Department of Justice.)  

He will answer TND reader's immigration related questions. Questions can be asked by visiting our 
submit page or simply by emailing at contact@theNepalDigest.org. TND sincerely thanks and 
appreciates Mr. Shrestha's contribution. - Editor) 

There are 2 Questions and Answers in this issue. 
 
Question 1 Lucky from United States asked,  

Dear Ramesh ji, What you are doing here is a very good service to the community! Thank you. 

I am applying for adjustment of status.Right now, the INS is processing June 28th applications,mine 
was received on August 13. SInce there is 1.5 month back log, does this mean that they will process 
my application in circa 1.5 months,or does it approximately take double the time. i know there is no 
way of giving exact time frame, but please give me your opinion. I am thinking of going to Nepal with 
advanced parole for winter, but if it is only a matter of 5/6 weeks, I will just wait. what is your advice on 
the time frame issue and travel? 

www.theNepalDigest.org
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Dear Lucky ji: 

It appears that you already applied for adjustment of status and it is currently pending. With regard to 
the processing time, it is not possible to say how long one has to wait until his or her application is 
processed. INS is processing June cases does not mean that it will reach your application within 45 
days. It could be either within the same time frame or much more than you expected. Because the 
INS may have received thousands of applications in that particular month and it might take months to 
complete the processing of the applications received in that month. Thus, your calculation may not be 
accurate as you think. 

With regard to returning to Nepal with an advance parole, you need to find out whether you accrued 
more than 180 days unlawful presence (out of status) in the U.S. prior to filing of your adjustment of 
status application (I-485). If your answer is "Yes," your departure will trigger a law that will make you 
subject to 3/10 years bar for admission into the United States as a lawful permanent resident 
depending on the length of your unlawful presence. You must assess your case and consequences 
before you decide to leave on advance parole. 

Regards, 

Ramesh Shrestha, Attorney-at-law 
 
--------- 
 
Question 2 Akash Sharma from Virginia, USA asked,   

Namaskar Ramesh dai, 

I have heard about you a lot and am hoping that you can help me in this matter.Actually, I am a 
permanent residence here in the states and i am about to get my citizenship in few months.My 
girlfriend is in nepal and I want to file fiancee visa for her so that she can come to the us. I was 
wondering what all do i have to do in order to file K-1 visa. What are the odds? Is it better to file for the 
fiancee visa or should i go ahead and get married and apply for a spouse visa. 

Please help me. I appreciate your valuable time.Thank you very much. 

Akash bhai:  

Once you become a citizen, a number of options will be available for you. Prior to marriage, you can 
go ahead with K-1 fiance visa. However, among others, you need to establish that your relationship 
existed for at least two years at the time you file the petition. If you plan to get married, you will have 
two options:  

1) File I-130 petition for her and wait for approval to obtain an immigrant visa, 

or  

2) File I-130 petition and go for K-3 visa prior to approval of I-130 petition. K-3 visa is valid for 2 years 
and that will allow you to wait for the approval of I-130 petition. You need to find out how soon and 
how your girl friend/spouse would like to come to the United States. 

Ramesh Shrestha, Attorney-at-law 

(Disclaimer Notice: Legal answer provided must not be construed as a legal advice rather it is an 
answer general in nature. One must seek legal advice from an immigration attorney for his or her 
particular legal matter.) 

Experience: "3 Days as Maoist captives" 
By Sarita Aryal 
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Smile of Relief: Author of this article 
after escaping from the Maoist Camp and finally 

getting close to the safety of Sadarmukam 
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Politics: "A Political Analysis of Nepal" 
By Siddatha Thapa  

"The Nepalese people and their democratic leaders were faced with two overriding questions which 
would determine whether the new order would survive. First of all, how could the democratic system 
be built on the remains of the old panchayat structure? For democracy to prove viable it was vital that 
people should be able to exercise their rights within a framework of discipline and constraint". People, 
Politics and Ideology. 

The 1990 revolution was a success in the belief that democracy would bring economic prosperity and 
freedom. Even after thirteen years of democracy Nepal continues to be a poverty-stricken country with 
a feudalistic society. Though democracy does not guarantee economic prosperity it does however 
encourage more private sector investment and equal opportunity. During the Panchayat system the 
access to any system was limited, the system was notoriously out of touch and only the selected few 
achieved. After 1990 under the democratic administration, the civil services are overwhelmingly an 
elite group of political activists; they are old and more likely to have been involved in politics in some 
way or the other. Therefore, I believe one of the failures of democracy has been the result of an 
inexperienced and an inefficient civil service. Civil servants in theory is the administrative element of 
the executive branch of government, it is responsible for executing, or implementing, government 
policy. Civil servants ensure that statute law and government policy are put into practice. The basic 
functions and characteristics of the civil service are advising, implementing, permanence, neutrality 
and anonymity. 

Secondly, the parliament never achieved its potential. As a part of opposition protests parliament was 
boycotted for eight weeks. This meant parliament could not hold important debates nor could the 
government pass any legislation. What lacked in the parliament was effective leadership. 

There is no need for constituent assembly; any amendments in the constitution can be made within 
the parliament by passing a resolution. Any problem the country faced could be solved within the 
parliament constitutionally. Though the government need not be an all party it should have at least 
involved the back benchers and the opposition in the process by appointing MP's of different parties in 
Committee's which would provide expertise and advice to the government. For example, Land Reform 
Committee - the committee could have been constituted to investigate the problems and the possible 
reforms relating the matter. Human Rights Monitoring Committee- this would monitor the human rights 
scenario within the country and any incidents or amendments in laws could directly involve the MP's 
who could then inform the Parliament and advice the executive. Crisis Management Committee - 
would involve MP's from most parties to provide input during floods, natural hazards or any national 
crisis. Ambassadorial Appointments Committee - this would be a panel to interview prospective 
ambassadors appointed by the government. The panel would therefore investigate the accountability, 
credibility and the potential. Constitutional Reform Committee - is another example where the 
government could have formed a high level committee compromising of senior MP's from all parties to 
advice them on constitutional reform. 

This would involve the opposition and the backbenchers actively though indirectly, in the legislation or 
decision-making process or at least the government would be implementing their views. The 
opposition should also have practiced the form of shadow government. This way there would have 
been effective ways of keeping the government constantly on their toes. It would have provided a 
system of checks and balances within the parliament. In Britain there is post for Parliamentary 
Commissioner, the commissioner is given the authority to investigate corruption within the Parliament. 
All MP's in Westminster now have to declare their business interests. This of course does not stop 
them from business activity but excludes them from all relevant government departments. Any 
legislative body is only as good as the information available to it and it is a matter of serious concern 
that the Nepalese parliament is starved of information. Therefore I conclude this section by saying 
Monarchy can only be kept strictly constitutional if the parliament is capable and efficient in its 
functioning. More strictly speaking the parliament needs educated MP's who can provide expertise 
and advice to the government. The Prime Minister and the ministers should brief the parliament on 
weekly basis, there also needs to be a system where the Prime Minister can take questions weekly. 

According to the constitution the head of state in Nepal is the monarch, the defacto representative 
abroad is the Prime Minister. Therefore, for Nepal all parties should have a minimum understanding in 
the foreign policy from which different government take new initiatives. But there has to be a platform, 
which is agreeable, and irreplaceable and the foreign policy can be built on this.  I personally think 
other governments should also provide continuity to certain areas of their predecessors. 
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The globalization of political affairs means that the Prime Ministers today need to be well briefed on 
issues in their international context. Prime Ministers need to be able to provide parliament and the 
media with a ready answer to almost any aspect of government action. In modern context the powers 
and duties of the Prime Minister have grown and the change has been felt in Nepal too. As a result, it 
is necessary for the Prime Minister in Nepal as in Britain to have an adequate support system. The 
support system consists of an effective Private Office, which deals with Prime Minister's official 
engagements and with Prime Minister's relation with the Parliament and the government departments. 
The Political Units main function is party liaison. It deals with the Prime Minister's party and 
constituency affairs and is, therefore, in close contact with the headquarters' of the party in power as 
well as with the party supporters and MP's. The Press Office looks after the Prime Minister's relation 
with the media. The Policy Unit sets the policies for the government to implement. This is done in 
consultation with the party. 

Election is the core of element of representative democracy. It provides a check and balance to every 
government. Political parties in Nepal should have clear vision of what they would do when in power. 
This of course needs careful preparation before elections. Their manifestos will win them or at least in 
theory win them votes. After an election victory the manifesto gives a rough outline of the 
governments future course. 

The Maoist must be defeated by development and then by the use of force, if need be. There is 
always room for peaceful negotiation. All must unite against the Maoist. There should be a common 
policy for all parties with dealing with the Maoists while in government or opposition. They are 
communists in the name of communism but in reality there are terrorists. No one negotiates with 
terrorists. The government will not sit idle when government owned services, civilians and its armed 
forces have been attacked. It will be compelled to use force to contain insurgency. Nepal and India 
share an open border and this unfortunately has benefited the Maoists. Unfortunately in Nepal the 
Human Rights activist have always been supportive towards the Nepal. The Human Rights group has 
a left lineage. Perhaps they ought to ask themselves about the Maoist brutality rather than always 
being ready to attack government forces. The Human Rights group in Nepal is for the benefit of 
Maoist activities and is biased against government forces. 

The average income of a Nepali will not exceed Rs 2000, approximately $27. This figure predicts an 
obscure future for the country. Hence, it must be a common policy for all parties to provide Nepalese 
in rural areas with free education and health. Costs for health and education sector should heavily be 
subsidized in government owned services and this should provide a competitive environment. As 
majority of the population survives on agro economy the government should provide free fertilizers 
and seeds to farmers. And in rural areas farmers should be paid by the government to produce crops, 
at least this will give them some sort of financial security. Effective farm and land management 
systems must be put into place. Nepal has not exploited its potential in hydro electricity; all 
government's agenda must be the same and give continuity to the work of previous governments. A 
grievance center should be established throughout the country and necessary cases must be 
reviewed. These centers will encourage government owned services to act more effectively and 
cautiously. The civil service and government appointment must be meteoritic rather than made on 
soundings. A media policy should be introduced as we have witnessed the publication of degrading 
character assassination cases to false news to defame one another.  Nepal can implement such 
development policies with the help of its donors, they are more than willing to give if it results in 
success. 

An active citizenship campaign must be launched in accordance with principle of that launched by the 
government on John Major in Britain. These principles can be publicized and applied in Nepal. An 
active citizenship charter encourages people to: - 

o Disciplines his/her children 
o Provides for his or her own old age 
o Gives to or does voluntary work for charity 
o Participates in community events 
o Actively contribute to work for children's school work 
o Should help the state and the neighborhood to combat local crime 
o Take a view on important political and social issue 
o Is a member of a mainstream political party 
o Should be willing to support his or her country in a time of crisis 
o Citizens should vote for local and general elections 
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Lastly the government should take the initiative to introduce citizenship as a great educative force in 
schools across the country and not something that can just be bolted as an extra. The government 
should pressurize schools to provide advice on effective education for citizens in schools. This should 
include 

o The nature and practices of participation in democracy 
o The duties, responsibilities and rights of individuals as citizens 
o The values to individuals and society of community activity 

In addition to that the schools should also include education about the community and about 
community service is equally important. There are in short, three standards of citizenship: 

o Social and moral responsibility 
o Community involvement 
o and political literacy. 

The government also needs to introduce a system of devolution. Devolution is the transfer of 
substantial powers to local governments without the transfer of any sovereignty. The transfer of power 
and responsibility to manage and organize public services can devolve categories of power. In the 
case of Nepal, as local bodies are elected political power is dispersed fairly. The burden on central 
government should be relieved. Reform in the judicial system is a must. As the largest tertiary industry 
in the country is tourism, the government must waive taxes for development in rural areas. It should 
also promote tourism more vigorously with a common understanding with the private sector. One of 
the most important factors is decentralization. This should be made top priority by reducing taxes in 
other areas and increasing high taxes in Kathmandu. This again should be a practice of devolution. 
Civil, financial and military power must be spread evenly. The country should no longer rely on 
Kathmandu.  The government should take the initiative by opening important government offices in 
such cities. Cities such as Bhairawa, Nepalgunj in west Nepal, Lumbini in the south, Dharan, 
Biratnagar and Jankapur could be developed in the east.  Slowly but steadily other towns then can be 
developed. 

Another important factor is debt collection in government owned banks. If the government is able to 
collect all the loans this money could be used to paid foreign loans. The banking system has 
obviously been influenced politically. 

These objectives give a common ground for all parties to work for. The present agitation is irrelevant; 
it does not specify its purpose. It will only be beneficial if it meets the need of the people and 
supported by the will of the majority. Election therefore is the only alternative for the country to move 
forwards as it will elect a new parliament. Days ahead will be tough but we must keep our chins high 
and appreciate each other's existence and efforts. We Nepalese need a common understanding on 
wide range of topics but the needs of the hour are consensus and elections. We must look forward 
positively. But most importantly we must realize changes should be incremental and this requires 
pragmatism. As the saying goes 'united we stand, divided we fall'. 
 

 
Education: "Nepali politics affecting the education system" 
By Kamala Sarup  

Most of the Education sectors have become visible victims of politicization in Nepal. Even Nepalese 
people can not forget how the education sector, like the country's politics, suffers from uncertainty and 
how government schools are facing serious shortage of basic infrastructures. Most of the schools lack 
toilets and many of them are deprived of drinking water. Politicisation of the education sector has 
thwarted the advancement of educational achievements. Politics is the significant factor that thwarts 
advancement of education sector in Nepal though the donors are willing to lend any amount of money 
for the sector. 

Politicians are always keen to use the teachers and students to further their own selfish motives 
because in the case of Nepal, the identity and security issues have been unfulfilled and unsettled. 
Nepalese people are concerned that basic education should not be used for political means. 
Nepalese people know that as peace and political stability are the fundamental conditions for the 
economic and educational development of the country, all political forces and others need to bury 
their political differences and work collectively for the restoration of peace in the country. The conflict 
over the last eight years seriously affected the country's social, educational and economic and 
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national wellbeing and properties worth billions of rupees were damaged. The atmosphere of 
insecurity and terror ruined the national economy. None of the political parties should use schools to 
fulfill their vested interests. 

" Education plays a vital role in the prosperity  of a country - we have been told this by so many so 
many times from the time unknown. But if you look at Nepal, she is generally ruled and administered 
by few educated. The Maoist leaders are also highly educated. The whole administration machinery in 
the government is made of highly educated individuals. But there is violence, there is corruption, there 
is poverty, there is sickness. It is not the poor and uneducated who are on the helm. So the blame of 
all the mismanagements of the country solely lies on the educated. The kind of education in Nepal is 
such that it makes people cunning rather than educated and, therefore, makes more uneducated. 

There are so many ironies in Nepal. One of them is that Nepalese society loves to call itself a society  
that puts lots emphasis on education and yet most of the people are illiterate.  Another irony is that we 
are an agricultural nation and we import food from other countries.  Perhaps an education system that 
teaches people to be responsible rather than making them clever and cunning may work. This may 
need a completely different outlook and approach to education". Dr. Shiva Gautam, the first Nepali 
professor at Harvard University, said.  Working in the Harvard system as a faculty certainly feels 
great" he said. It is true that it was not his life long dream to work at Harvard, but he could not pass 
this great opportunity of being associated with one of the most prestigious academic institutions in the 
world and being amongst the most talent group of people. Scholar Dr. Shiva Gautam who not only 
lecture and teaches but he enjoy writing.  Just as important is recognizing his talent, he believs it’s a 
good idea if we have talent to use it. He is a member of bord of ececurtive directors of America Nepal 
Medical Foundation which has several things for overall health of Nepal. 

Most of the school buildings  in remote districs are old and often water oozes from roofs during rainy 
season, hampering the studies of the students and yet another problem the students are facing in 
remote parts of the district is considerably long distance they have to cover to reach school.  It is also 
shameful for the government not to allocate any budget for school libraries though more than 12 per 
cent of the national budget was earmarked for education sector. The differences between two 
academic systems are education system in Nepal. Nepal does not have liberal arts aspects of the 
education.  It’s focused on pure science that can breed Engineers, Doctors or professionals. 

The state-run schools are in a bad shape, as testified by the dismal SLC results. Out of the over 139 
thousand students who attended SLC exam from public schools, only 31, 579-one-fifth of the 
examinees-passed the exam. There are 25,522 primary schools, 7,276 lower secondary schools and 
4,082 secondary schools in the country. Even recently, a World Bank study shows some compelling 
facts about the equity issue. For every Rs 100 spent by the government on primary education, roughly 
Rs 20 goes to the poorest 20 per cent of the population. However, for every Rs 100 spent in the 
secondary level, only Rs 5 goes to the poorest 20 per cent. The figure gets even more skewed when 
we go to the university level. Of every Rs 100 spent by the government at the university level, only 40 
paisa goes to the lowest 20 per cent and Rs 81 goes to the richest 20 per cent. Then from the equity 
point of view, it makes sense to invest more in widening the primary level education. 

The nation has to bear a loss of Rs 3,81,65,451 on a one-day strike on education sector. It  affects 
0.04 per cent of the total GDP. The strikes and bandhs are all causes of weaknesses of political 
parties. When the seven student organizations affiliated to different political parties announced their 
intention to go for indefinite strike in private schools paralyzing the whole education system.  Last 
year, a series of strikes and arson attacks forced hundreds of thousands of children around the 
country out of the classroom. This year the revolutionaries feared for their violent tactics, are suddenly 
over-ground. Strikes and strife will only worsen matters and cripple our already-bad education system. 
The Maoists have said in many occasions, that their ultimate goal is the destruction of all private 
schools. 

Dr. Shiva Gautam further said ""Education might be a source for eliminating poverty which is a source 
of current situation. If India can export software and computer technicians, why can't Nepal export 
such technicians and health workers (nurses, doctors) and capture the world market in this area. Lots 
of Nepalese are doing low-level jobs around the world. They could have been medical doctors had 
they been trained in that field. 

Nepal sends thousands of her young daughters to Indian brothels every year just because of her 
poverty. How painful is it to a mother? If we could establish nursing schools and send nurses to 
foreign countries to help the sick people, then these girls would have a very respectable life and living. 
There is a severe lack of nurses in the US. These girls could get a respectable job anywhere in the 
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world. Besides they could send money back home and will help the country. This is just an example. I 
actually started to probe for a possibility of opening up a nursing school in Nepal and lots of people 
were eager to help (provide teachers), but I had to back down because of the current situation. It is 
simply a lost opportunity". Recently Dr. Gautam also invited (for short period) a doctor from Nepal to 
be trained (at Vanderbilt Medical School) as the first renal pathologist. Being a biostatistician, he 
invited some world class professors to Nepal to teach at Kathmandu Medical School. Recently he 
traveled to Nepal for three weeks to contribute to the development of Kathmandu University Medical 
School. His second book of poems is about to be published by Sajha Prakashan, Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Dr. Gautam also writes stories (with a tilt towards psychology), and observational essays mixed with 
philosophy.  Scholar Dr. Gautam is trying to establish a link between an educational institution in 
Nepal and the US. He is the cordinator of the next annual meeting of ANMF to be held at Boston. 

In the mid 1980's and in the early 1990's the education reform agenda was taken up again and 
implemented with loan or grant assistance provided by the donor agencies. The primary education 
reform programme launched since mid 1980's encompassed multi faceted activities, which included 
curriculum development, teacher training, establishment of resource centers and construction of 
classrooms. During 2002/2003 fiscal year, 19.09 percent of the total budget out of 24.60 percent for 
Social Services has been allocated for education. Increase in defense budget by 12.58 percent, police 
budget by 10.97 percent in addition to the increase of taxes for beefing up other security measures 
have affected the development budget. Some 3,000 teachers have been displaced from district 
schools and some 700 private schools targeted by the Maoists have closed down since 1996, 
according to the Department of Education. 

The national goal is to eradicate illiteracy and provide basic and primary education to all by the end of 
this century. Public sector development expenditure on education amounted to 7% of total 
development expenditure in the fiscal year 1994/95, and 1.9% of GNP (the south Asian average is 
3.8%). The official estimate for the literacy rate for the age group above six is around 40% .Classes 1 
through 10 are now free of charge throughout Nepal. More than 20 percent of the children of school-
going age are missing education in Nepal while 90 percent of the children are missing special 
education and only about 5,000 are currently receiving it. 

Even Nepal has been receiving support from different donor countries to improve quality of education 
for the past several years. In the past 10 years, about 300 million US dollars has been spent in this 
sub-sector from donors’ support. But, the quality has been worst in the country after the restoration of 
democracy, ironically when donors put more money for education in Nepal. We have been talking 
about decentralization  but the investment made in education never reaches to the schools because  
the investment design has been mainly central and unless they are extended to the DDC and VDC or 
directly to SMC level, nothing is going to improve. Even, Teacher training, improved school facilities 
and promotion of primary and vocational education are areas of emphasis under the government’s 
policies and programmes in the education sector. 

The government and political parties should promote positive working relationships between students 
and political parties. Nepalese leaders should help political organizations and school personnel focus 
on what they have in common with the student's needs. 

Nepalese leaders should know how the institution of education is in a dialectical relationship with 
society. What prevails in the outside environment influences what happens inside and what is also 
taught and transmitted in the schools affects the societies outside and their relationship to each other? 
Nepalese leaders should know when conflict arises, relationships between students and the 
educational system can become strained so they should know in each society the issue of education, 
its philosophical and ideological underpinnings which have always been intense in view of its political 
and historical role. They should not forget the creation of democratic citizens and the promotion of 
friendship and cooperation between the various students organizations of the country and respect for 
the dignity and uniqueness of each individual.  
 

 
Politic-Economics: "Why natural resources of Nepal are politico-victimized?"  
By Surendra R. Devkota  

History is simply not only a record of facts and events. It teaches some pertinent lessons and is 
imperative to get lessons from the history. One interesting piece of the US history that I learnt from my 
son's grade five project work seems relevant to Nepal. The US during Thomas Jefferson's presidency 
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obtained the Midwest region as part of the Louisiana Purchase for which, the United States paid 
France (Napolean) the sum of 80,000,000 francs ($15,500,000) in 1803. Literally, the cost was four 
cent per acre. Napolean needed money to fulfill his dream in Europe, so used the colonial resources 
for his own vested interest, and it was a good deal for the USA. 

During my high school days, the history textbook was the bulkiest one. I do not know whether there 
exist any history textbook nowadays due to a very hybrid education system that is ruining the ethics of 
history vis-à-vis education philosophy. History of the Nepali Gurkhas (not the British one) who fought 
against East India Company is always glorious to me. They were real patriots compared to the 
present Shah dynasty. 

From political to natural history, we are proud of having plentiful of natural resources. How natural 
resources sustained different politico - regimes in Nepal is a matter of further study. It is ironic that our 
stupid rulers are always eager to grease their hand from our common resources with a motley relation 
at different levels. There are ample evidences that we never learnt from the history due to vested 
interest of rulers. For example, we do not know where to complain about the sorrows of the Koshi. We 
have no place to go for compensation from the Gandak canal. (Please be reminded that my father lost 
a big chunk of lands due to this project, and he never received a penny. Instead the ownership of the 
land was grabbed by the then rulers!). I don't need to repeat how a collective force of parties blindly 
approved the Mahakali Treaty that Nepal lost watershed rights, which was ratified by a two-thirds 
majority of the Parliament on September 20, 1996. I assume all these so-called treaties are not fair to 
Nepal from the natural capital point of view. During this past summer, there was regular news about 
the inundation problem due to the controversial Rassiyal-Khurda-Lautan embankment in India 
adjacent to the south of Rupandehi district. The India-built structure comes so close to Nepal that at 
one point it nearly touches the 'Dush Gaja' - a border line between Nepal and India in the Terai 
region.  Further, the impacts of the new construction increased up to 400 - 500 hectares of land 
inundation in Nepal. Rulers in Kathmandu were miserably so serious that they hardly put any concrete 
logics to satisfy their Indian counterparts. 

Further, did anybody pondered on how we lost more than fifty percent of our forest resources before 
1950s? How the marble buildings were erected before 1950 in different parts of the country at a 
period when one percent literate denizen and virtually no public treasury existed in the country? No 
wonder, all credit goes to the forest resources. History tells us that the then rulers of Nepal had a 
special relation with the East India Company administrators in India. The other side of this relation is a 
marketing of the forest and allied resources of Nepal. Before 1950, Nepal's hardwood got a good 
market in the Indian railroads, and parts of the collected revenue had been turned into marble 
buildings.  These are some comparable examples of a land trade between Jefferson and Napolean. 
Nepal has not gained at all. 

Well, the rulers at different time periods had exhausted the forest resources. Now it is up to the people 
to take care of remaining forests by means of the community forestry. That is a very indigenous 
successful model, and it needs to be expanded in other socioeconomic development sectors from 
hydropower development to various socioeconomic developmental activities. Unfortunately, politico-
bureaucratic setup in Kathmandu did not like this kind of development, so by means of a special 
Ordinance the present rulers are compelling the community members to pay tax, particularly in the 
Terai region. New ideas of the regression are emerging by diminishing the people's right! 

The entire world is witnessing recent socio-political evolution in Nepal where a parliamentary is 
toppled by the King and his coterie. Basic rights of people are paralyzed by both government and 
Maoist forces. Socioeconomic development is centered at the headquarters of the country, if not in 
district. Our economy is either dependent upon the remittance or donors resources. In such prevailing 
conditions, the rulers seem eager to finalize major resource oriented projects. It is ironic that why 
present rulers are much interested in the big water related projects like Karnali, and Budi Gandaki 
projects. Rulers exhausted the forests, and now turning their eyes on the rivers. 

Prime Minister Thapa seems a great savior of the absolute King politics in Nepal. But what would be 
the cost? If we try to learn from history: many people still remember the number of lumber trucks 
plying on highways in late 1970s that the then PM Thapa used to save previous King's image of the 
Panchayat system in 1979 by the revenue of state induced forests clearings. The unaccounted 
amount of forest revenues in the years around 1979 were utilized to win the national referendum in 
1979. Now the same motive up is gearing up to extend the present political mess. Rivers are being 
the levers of a dictatorial regime. That must be stopped if not reversed. Common people already lost 
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the rights on major rivers of Nepal, which is a very shameful act of rulers. If government can't protect 
or conserve the rivers, let people do the job, but don't sell at a penny as Napolena did. 

 

 
Media: To "Statesman"  
By Anil Pandey 
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Human Right: "The Foremost Human Right: Right to Live" 
By Dinesh Basnet 
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NRN: "First NRN conference Update" 
By Dr. Shyam Karki 
Dear Friends, 

Indira and I are back home after 5 weeks of travel to Nepal to attend the First International NRN 
Conference. Towards the end of our Nepal trip, mornings had started to be a little chilly otherwise the 
weather was wonderful, temperature dipping to the 50s in the morning and then rising to the 70s in 
the daytime. Bright sunshine with great views of the Himalayas from anywhere in Kathmandu, just 
beautiful and wonderful days of the autumn. 

Now we are back  here in Rochester, we have had our first 4 inches of snow this Thursday and the 
ground looks bright and is shining like the silver with the morning’s Sun’s rays.  I enjoy watching the 
scenery from behind the glass doors and windows. 

We reached Kathmandu on Oct 5 and reported to the Federation of  Nepali Chamber 
of Commerce and Industries (FNCCI) on Oct 7. After preliminary introductions, we (Sharda Thapa, 
from Chicago, Indira and myself) immediately went to work; attending many preparatory meetings, 
paying courtesy visits to leaders of main political parties (Girija Prasad Koirala, Sher Bahadur Deuwa, 
Pashupati Shamshere Rana, Madhav Kumar Nepal, Badri Prasad Mandal) and participating in press 
conferences. 

Naresh Koirala from Vancouver, Canada joined us in these visits and activities from Oct 9. All political 
party leaders appreciated our courtesy visits and pledged full support to the NRN conference and the 
NRN movement. Sharda Thapa and Naresh Koirala were in very high demand by the TV, radio and 
newspaper reporters and participated in many interviews. There were so many interviews that I lost 
count of them. 

The conference was inaugurated by HM the King on Oct 11. Eight NRN’s were honored by him with a 
specially designed plaque and a brief private audience.  I was selected from the North America based 
on my years of service to the community and professional achievements. I considered it a great honor 
to be so recognized and let me take this opportunity to thank you all for providing opportunities to be 
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involved in community activities and  being very  supportive of my many initiatives. I am very thankful 
and grateful for years of your support, encouragement  and affection. 

The next three days were very busy. A typical day will start with forums from 8 AM to 6 PM and then 
dinner from 6 PM to 10 PM and NRN  organizational discussions till 2 am in the morning. 

During the two working days, there were four plenary and two parallel sessions (four total) roughly half 
of which were devoted to addressing the issues related to non-residents doing business in Nepal and 
the other half to highlighting investment opportunities in Nepal. 

Presentations at different forums were almost evenly divided between the Nepalis government and 
business community leaders) and the NRNs. The Nepali side presented a detailed description of great 
opportunities for investment in different areas; particularly tourism, hydroelectricity, education, 
healthcare, financial institutions, information technology and media. 

The NRN presented what could be done and what are the necessary conditions to get them done. 
The atmosphere was very friendly and congenial. 

Our North American delegation had 27 members from the USA and eight from Canada, hailing from 
different organizations practically all of whom belonged to the Nepalese American Council (NAC) and 
eight of us presented at different forums. I presented the activities of NRN communities in the USA 
and Canada in a Power Point audio-visual format. I spoke about who we are, our deep desire to 
preserve Nepali cultural heritage, the NECC, different community and cultural organizations, Nepal 
oriented businesses and how we want to help Nepal and the changes we need in the current Nepali 
laws. I ended my presentations with prayers to Murtis of Pashupatinath and Buddha from our own 
NECC. It was very well received and generated a lot of goodwill and press interest. There were, as 
mentioned other presentations by the US/Canada participants on a range of topics all of which were 
very well received. 

Two other features of our NAC delegation made very good impressions. The fact that we have more 
than 50 different Nepali cultural and community organizations in the USA and Canada, we have one 
coordinating organization Nepalese American Council and we came united as one delegation 
impressed many from other countries. Second, the fact that we had traveled to 10 cities to meet as 
many people as possible in person and had solicited ideas from everyone to give voice to each and 
every individual was taken as individual empowerment and democracy in action. Binod Bahadur 
Shrestha, the current FNCCI President always introduced me as the individual who took the NRN 
message to the Nepali Diaspora in the USA. 

In the final day at the concluding ceremony, the results of the deliberations were presented as a set of 
sixteen recommendations that the NRNs made to the Government for acceptance and 
implementation. The recommendations defined the things NRNs would do to help Nepal and 
requested implementation of measures which ranged from simple regulatory changes for laws already 
in effect to substantial constitutional changes as well as the establishment of dedicated offices and 
special financial instruments.  Among them were the dual citizenship (free 10 year visa or People of 
Nepali  Origin (PNO) card in the interim period) and the right to own property. From the Nepal 
government side, Prime Minister Thapa responded positively and Dr. Lohani, Chair of the Conference 
agreed to review the recommendations, to identify in a coherent manner the various laws and 
regulations that would need  modification, to implement those already in effect more efficiently and he 
committed to do this in four months. The NRNs gathered there established an association (NRNA), to 
carry out the coordination of NRN activities worldwide. They also adopted a draft constitution, elected 
a six-member executive body and chose country delegates from the twenty-three countries 
represented and selected a woman delegate. 

FNCCI which played a pivotal role in organizing and running the conference, will henceforth serve as 
the eyes and ears of the NRN community in Nepal as the result of a memorandum of understanding 
also signed at the ceremony. There will also be special NRN issues offices established in the Finance 
and Foreign ministries. 

FNCCI President Binod Bahadur Shrestha and Vice President Suraj Vaidya need to be specially 
commended for their dedication to the NRN cause. They provided very competent and dedicated 
FNCCI staff, office facilities, funding, many resources and its prestige to make it happen. We, the 
NRN community, are very thankful and grateful for their support and look forward to continued support 
and cooperation in the future. 
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The NRN conference was very well received by the Nepali public. They felt that for the   NRN to come 
to Kathmandu at great risk to personal security under then existing security problems, they must have 
a deep sense of love for Nepal and a strong desire to help make changes for the better. 

I personally could feel the sense of love and feeling of “apantwa” when I told others that I have come 
to attend the NRN conference. Throughout the conference and in our meetings with top government 
leaders, the Nepal Government side displayed  very cooperative and flexible attitude to boost the 
NRN investment. Similar sentiment was also also expressed by the media. 

Some NRNs have already started investing in media, healthcare and financial institutions and number 
of others are waiting to get something started. It is anticipated that if the recommendations are 
accepted and implemented  and the security situation improves, there will be a gradual and steady 
flow of investment capital in Nepal and it will make a big difference in 3-5 years, It is very noteworthy 
that some members of our delegation had already started investment in Nepal. Bijaya Niraula and 
Suresh Ojha from California, Bal Joshi from Portland and Achyut Shrestha from Maryland are active 
expanding their operations in Nepal. 

Our NAC project to build a Briddhashram in Devghat was adopted as a goodwill gift from the NRNs to 
Nepal to commemorate this historic conference. It was taken as a symbol of the deeply felt desire of 
the NRNs to help Nepalis in need. Many people came forward with different offers to help. FNCCI 
Bharatpur  offered to donate land. Many other individuals have offered to help in kind and money. 

Sur Sudha, the world famous Nepali Instrumental group has offered to come on a concert tour to raise 
funds. Similarly the Nepali singer Anand Karki has also offered to come on a concert tour to raise 
funds. We are making arrangements for the concert tours and are looking forward to your help to 
organize concerts in different cities. 

So to sum up, the First International Conference of the NRN was very successful and its main 
achievements can be summed up as follows: 

1. It gave opportunities for NRNs from different countries to meet, discuss and exchange ideas. We 
found we shared the same issues, same ideas and same aspirations. Thus it gave a unified voice to 
the aspirations of 1.2 million NRNs living in more than 40 countries. 

2. It gave opportunities for the Nepali government officials and the NRNs to discuss different issues, 
opportunities, and suitable conditions. It thus cleared the atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust and 
created an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect for each other and an appreciation of  the 
complexities of the issues. 

3. Presentation of 16 recommendations by the NRN and the promise by the Nepali government to 
respond within a definite time frame of 4 months was indicative of the government’s seriousness. 

4. Formation of an international NRN organization with its own bylaws, elected officials empowered 
the NRN movement and the plan to meet in Nepal every 2 years gave continuity to the opportunity for 
NRN to be involved in the economic development of Nepal. 

In the NRN elections that were held in Gokarna on October 14, I was elected Vice president, Sharda 
Thapa, the USA representative and Naresh Koirala the Canada representative. It gives me a great 
pride to tell you that we kept the democratic tradition of holding elections when there is more than one 
nominee for the same position. We elected the US representative by secret ballot.  Our friends from 
many countries were surprised and were at the same time very appreciative of the fact that we 
practice what we believe and what we preach. It was democracy in action. 

I will be coming to Washington, Baltimore and Philadelphia in the weekend of Nov 21-23 to meet you 
in person and discuss the NRN conference. I want to answer your questions in more details about the 
Conference. I want to hear your ideas and suggestions for the future course of the NRN movement. 
Most of the features of my report which was based on your ideas were adopted by the International 
Coordination Committee and were highly appreciated by its President Upendra Mahato and Secretary 
Bhim Udas. I will be in Everest Restaurant from 5 PM to 8 PM on Saturday and look forward to meet 
as many of  you as possible. Please contact Dr. Anup Pahari, Subu Kc, Puru Subedi for details for 
Washington program  and Prem Raja Mahat for Baltimore and Suman Timsina for Philadelphia. 

I am planning to go to as many cities as possible to discuss the NRN issues and will also try to 
present them in as many annual conventions of Nepali organizations as possible. My goal is to share 
our ideas, and get your feedback so that the NRN movement will be strengthened and it will play a 
major part in the economic development of Nepal. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Gaury Adhikary, the NAC President for offering me the 
opportunity in March 2003, to chair the delegation, all of my Nepali colleagues for giving me ideas and 
suggestions either in person or by phone or by mail, all members of the delegation who traveled all 
the way to Kathmandu in these difficult times, all the NRNs who came from different countries and 
adopted me as one of their own and trusted me with the responsibilities of the Vice-President. I am 
truly humbled by your kindness and support. This is what motivates me to continue to work with you. 

Looking  forward to see you in person. If not possible feel free to write me at nepal1975@yahoo.com 
or call me at 585-381-4110. 

With warm regards and wishing you a happy holiday season, 

Shyam Karki 

Chair, 2003 NAC delegation. 
Vice President, NRN Association, 
President, Nepali American Public Affairs Council 
Immediate Past President, ANA. 
 
 
Analysis: "Perils of over-intellectualization" 
By Ram P. Nepali 

Analysis: Perils of over-intellectualization: Root cause behind the success of Maoist terrorism 

Among many factors contributing to the flourishing Maoist rebellion in Nepal is the outright intellectual 
dishonesty is the Nepali intelligentsia (comprised of social scientists, political analysts, journalists, 
leading opinion-makers and leaders of political parties). The country edges ever closer to 
cambodification while the intellectuals conduct the degrees of rationalization in legitimizing the 
Maoists. They try to give the Maoist movement a political color when the only color remaining is that 
of blood. 

It's always a travesty when over-intellectualization and twisted logics trample ccommon sense. It's 
easy to ride the band-wagon in search of root causes for the current situation of the country. But, root-
causes - and there are undeniably quite a few - are irrelevant at this stage because they cannot be 
addressed as long as Maoists terrorize and murder innocent people. Trying to address the root-cause 
now (say, advancing poverty alleviation programs) is like remodeling the kitchen while the house is 
burning. 

It's easy to cry for more democracy when one is not burdened with actually having to deliver it. It is 
demagoguery at its height when one says we need more democracy without taking the responsibility 
to say a word about how it may be delivered in this kind of an environment of fear and lack of security. 
Democracy - basic rights to life and liberty - cannot be practiced when the citizens are living in 
constant fear. Election, the basic tool for democracy, cannot be conducted when voters fear for their 
lives. Security must be established first and the security cannot be established until the Maoists are 
neutralized. 

But the really dishonest thing to say at this stage is that the Maoists are not terrorists. Those that 
belong to this school of thought argue that terrorism is a loaded term imported from the US and does 
not apply in the Nepali context. They argue that as long as Maoists claim to have political cause (it 
does not matter that they really don't), they should be called militants, not terrorists. Moreover, they 
argue that the Maoists should be nurtured as a group and should not be allowed to split for fear of 
war-lordism as if that does not already exist today. Some in the Maoist leadership have admitted that 
it is sometimes hard to control the rank-and-file under a unified command. Why selectively point out 
terrorism as a term imported from the US? What about the term "democracy"? Sure, the Americans 
are conducting their war against terrorism, but aren't they also pushing (not too gently) for democracy 
all over the world. And I bet you that Americans have no idea what "atankabad" is. 

This syndrome of over-intellectualization is too confusing. The shrewd Maoist leaders take advantage 
of this confusion and blame the government for hindering their quest for (totalitarian) democracy and 
their campaign to address the root-cause. The sad part is that the stupid wise men fall for it. They call 
for more negotiation with Maoists when there are evidences aplenty that the comrades are not serious 
about negotiations and only use the cover of ceasefire to regroup and strengthen their movement, 
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smuggling arms while pretending to negotiate. Let us be clear, negotiations will achieve nothing as 
long as the Maoists dictate the terms of negotiations. 

Did not the Chand Government bend over backwards to accommodate the rebel demands? 
Remember the famous image of the ex-Prime Minister Chand shaking hand with the bearded 
comrade Bhattarai. 

It is time to think in simple terms and respect one's common sense. If it looks like a snake, crawls like 
a snake and bites like a snake, it is a snake. Maoists have terrorized the entire nation with their 
extortions and merciless killings. They have killed teachers, health workers, old and young, male and 
female, rich and poor. They have abducted students from schools and forced them to take arms. They 
have suppressed free speech wherever they could - the most famous example being their successful 
threat against Santosh Pant, the comedian. Yes, Maoists are terrorists and should be dealt as such. 
They should never ever be given any political legitimacy but should be treated simply as criminals, 
especially the leaders with ominous pseudonyms. 

It is time to accept that we have no choice but to fight these terrorists simply because they operate 
within our boundary. We don't have the luxury of saying, "it's happening in another country so let's first 
think about it." It is time to accept that negotiation with the Maoists is pointless because they believe 
in a totalitarian dictatorship, not in democracy. And that is simply not acceptable to Nepalese people 
anymore. At this point, whether we like it or not, a civil war is waging, and the government must use 
the military effectively. By now, it is also clear that for our military to be effective, it needs serious 
upgrading. We should also acknowledge that we cannot go it alone. We need the support of the 
international community. The two key players are India and the US. India should expediently extradite 
the Maoist leadership lodging somewhere in Lucknow (this cannot be denied anymore after the much 
publicized meeting between Madhab Nepal and Prachanda), and with the US Financial Assistance, 
we should upgrade our military. 

It'd be a grave mistake for the parties to form an alliance with the Maoists to oust the king. The enemy 
of the enemy is not a friend in this case. Maoists are nobody's friends. When they come to power, 
they will first lash out at those closest to them just to set an example of how ruthless they can be and 
as a means to silence any opposition. The monarchy, as regressive an institution as it is, is still a far 
less harmful entity than the Maoists. 

The king's power can be curtailed in future negotiations. Half the battle with the king was already won 
in 1990. The remaining can be fought once the Maoists are snuffed. But if the king is ousted with the 
help of Maoists, there will be no party that can reign in the Maoists and the chaos that could ensue 
after that (especially over who commands the military) will drown the country in blood. Today, the 
foremost threat to the nation and the democracy are the Maoists. Deal with it first. 

If we deal with this Maoist threat with clarity and resolve, defeating them at every step and keep 
stepping up the pressure, there will come a time for negotiation. And when that time comes, the only 
thing that should be negotiated is their unconditional surrender, nothing less. And then, we can have 
as much democracy as we want. 

The bottom line is, if we don't use our military effectively and defend the citizens properly, the Maoists 
will turn our country into the killing fields similar to Cambodia. The Nepali Maoists today use the same 
deadly techniques of torture, killing and extortions as their Khmer-Rouge and Shining Path comrades 
did in Cambodia and Peru, respectively. Make no mistake, until it happened to them, Cambodians too 
thought that it could never happen to them and Sierra Leoneans still recall how peaceful their country 
was and how they thought the blood bath they evidenced over the last decade could never happen to 
them. If we are not careful, it could happen to us. Let us not subject our country to the perils of over-
intellectualization. 

Copyright: The People's Review Thursday, December 11th - December 17th, 20 
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Medical: "Ebola Virus" 
By K. Timilsina 

(Author can be reached at dreamy1209@yahoo.com. -Ed.) 

Ebola is a part of the negative stranded RNA family knows as Filovirus. It was discovered in Africa 
and got its name from Ebola River in Zaire. Ebola virus is a BSL4 level which is two times dangerous 
than AIDS (BSL2). 

Only the most deadly diseases causing agents to man are classifieds as level 4.  It divides in human 
cells and transfers into a new cell.  Its host is still unknown.  There are four different kinds of Ebola.  
They are as Follows: 

Ebola Sudan  
Ebola Zaire  
Ebola Reston  
Ebola Tai (Ivory Coast)  
They are named according to their place of discovery and their severity. 

The incubation period for Ebola runs from 4-16 days depending upon strain.  The death rate is 70%-
90% of those who are infected.  The virus causes severe hemorrhagic fevers.  Some symptoms of 
Ebola are as follows Anorexia, Dehydration, severe abdominal pain, nasal bleeding, coughing, 
continuous vomiting. The infected person vomits out blood, water and other body fluids constantly 
which results in dehydration and finally they die because of dehydrated body. In some cases they die 
because of hemorrhagic fever, abdominal pain etc. 

Ebola is mainly distributed in Central Africa and it hasn't spread much farther yet but it is highly 
contagious and deadly.  Ebola virus is not common, especially in countries with good medical supplies 
and good medical policies. 

There is no vaccine that exists for Ebola virus. However we can control the spread of the virus by 
taking precautionary methods, using gloves, sterilized needles, and suits, proper disposal of 
materials.  Those that are infected need intensive care.  They need intravenous fluids because they 
are constantly dehydrated. Ebola virus is deadly and we should take it seriously before it spreads and 
hurts our loved ones. 
 
 
Opinion: "An open letter to Maoist Militants, its leader and others" 
By Vista 

(Writer can be reached at vistaruk@yahoo.co.uk -Ed.) 

Let me start by saying: Communism does not work. 

This so called people's war propagated by you and your party since 1996 has made situation in Nepal 
no better than before. In fact, it is worse. Okay, things were not good. The inequality. Brahminism. 
Nepotism. Favouritism. Institutional corruption. The list goes on. 

I know the frustration of underclass because that is where I come from. I come from the so called 
"untouchable caste" with unimaginable injustice from the institutions and society. I was angry. I was 
frustrated. I even thought communist ideology is a solace for social underclass. Communism gives 
kind of illusion of equality and opportunity but alas! It was realty. Look at the history?.saying goes man 
should learn from history and experience but you people don't seem to learn from it at all. 

Look at former Soviet Russia and former Eastern European countries. Whatever happened to all the 
people's power and its so called promise to bring all the people bread and happiness? All lies, 
beautiful lies but lies none the less. 

Communist literatures are lullaby to the ears of uneducated and poor people. You have sung it well. 
They are asleep now. Or even in trance where it is possible for them to kill their next door neighbour 
without the sense of guilt and human conscience. 

Never before had I thought that people can go so low. You guys are jealous of other people's riches, 
other people's prosperity, and other people's intelligence. You can't get rich by killing other people 
with intelligence to create wealth. 

You can't make all the people equally rich. 
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Your strategy actually makes all the people poor EQUALLY. 

Equality of poverty is not sign of affluence. It is only lack of it. Even if you succeed to kill all rich people 
in the whole country, believe me you won't bring happiness to the heart and minds of your own 
people. I know one thing for sure that is if there is even an inkling of intelligence left in your people's 
conscience after you take over the government, there will be a deep frustration... bigger frustration 
than that you have now.. because now you have at least a hope that one day you will have all that 
things that you are struggling for. But then there will come a bigger surprise that all that all that, this so 
called people revolution had promised hasn't happened. And people will start to rebel. Then if cunning 
people in power will start the strategy of espionage. Nightmare of big brother watching over everyone. 
Where everyone is perpetual fear of being prosecuted by the whim of governing bodies. North Korea, 
former Soviet Union is the prime example of this. 

Your party says they are inspired by the vision of Chinese leader Mao Tse Tung, but it's completely 
laughable because you people don't seem to observe current politics and trends of global economy. 
China itself has come long way away from Mao Tse Tung's red book ... Don't you see that Chinese 
economy heavily relies on your so called western imperialists' money and market. It's progress does 
not rely on Mao's vision but new leaders like Deng Xioa Ping and others who seem more liberal than 
narrow minded Mao. Well, guess what Gun does not bring revolution. There are swifter ways than 
that. You want to win the people and their respect, and then you have to win their hearts and mind. 
Otherwise people will fear you and not love you or respect you from their heart. 

There has been a trend from your party for "Nepal Bandh". You guys delude yourself that every time 
you succeed, it's not because of majority of people support you but because they fear you. What you 
guys are doing is THUG CULTURE, BULLYING. It's the lowest strategy to win people. 

I am from poor family. I am from underclass, branded untouchable by culture of thousands of years 
and I don't think in any circumstances it is right, this antiquated system.....but in no way I will kill my 
next door neighbour, my village people, people that I grew up with, because they have more money or 
they are from higher cast. I will fight the injustice, I am not pacifist but there are creative ways to do 
things too. 

Your party says they represent the poor, proletarians and underclass, well I am all of that and I don't 
support your kind of fight..your brutality. Don't kill and continue to destroy what little we have in our 
poor country in my name. You do not represent me. F*** Mao and his lot, no more bloodshed in the 
name of that bald head crazy and communism. 

Why do you want everybody to be equal? What's so good about that? I completely support the equal 
opportunity in social, economical, political and in all fields of life and I think new generations are aware 
of that too. I want to have right to be unique and unequal. But I won't trample on to anybody to be just 
like me otherwise I kill you..kind of attitude. Wake up! you sleepy heads!! World has gone far beyond. 
Its also time for people with money and power to revaluate their values and extend hands towards 
people with less opportunity..give them hand. Don't just hoard for yourself because that eventually 
lead to extremism that we are seeing today in Nepal. People in government.. beware. How you handle 
things? You want to win this war against Maoist then do something that will win the heart of people. 
That way you will win. 

Now, the truth is Maoist and government are feeding off each other. It's like McCarthy period in 
America. Both of them are propagating paranoia, constant state of trembling fear, espionage and 
killing and more killing. 

What our country needs is better education, health and social system NOT guns and bullets. 

More development in commerce and economics NOT fight. 

We want security for our children to grow in trust and love NOT bloodshed and paranoia. 

I don't know if anybody will listen to my plea. 

I say: ALL INTELLIGENT NEPALESE PEOPLE  UNITE. BECAUSE WE HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE 
BUT THIS PAIN IN NECK MAOIST AND CRAZY GOVERNMENT AND WE HAVE EVERYTHING TO 
GAIN  THAT IS BEAUTIFUL, PROSPEROUS AND SECURITY AMONG US. 

What is on offer is: DEATH, HATE AND TEARS. 

What we need is: LIFE, LOVE AND LAUGHTER. 
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Diaspora: "Unity for Identity ... " 
By Puru Subedi 

Unity for Identity – INLS Institutional Life Membership Exchange Program" 

Dear Nepali community organizations, 
International Nepali Literary Society (INLS), Washington D.C. has just released an Institutional Life 
Membership Exchange Program to unite/link other sister organizations for collaborative work on 
keeping Nepali identity alive and vibrant in our communities. INLS will exchange Institutional Life 
Membership with an organization in any part of world which has following qualifications at this time: 
-Legally registered with appropriate authorities to conduct community activities in its region 
-Mission statement clearly states that its work benefits Nepali community 

Benefits of Institutional Life Membership Exchange: 
-No money involved.  
-Exchange of publications. To start, INLS will send NRN Special Issue of INSIGHT literary magazine 
to all new Institutional Life Members.  
-Right to vote at each others organization  
-Formal support and possible collaboration on each others projects  
-Publications cataloged at the “Library of Nepal” in Washington, D.C.  
-Access to INLS Global Network of People of Nepali Origin  
-Automatic Institutional Life Membership of a local chapter of INLS (if appropriate) 
If your organization has above qualifications and would like to exchange Life Membership with INLS, 
please send an e-mail to info@inls.org. Please forward this Unity for Identity message to other local 
organizations in your region and request them to join INLS Global Network of People of Nepali Origin 
by exchanging Life Membership with INLS. 
About INLS 
International Nepali Literary Society is a non-profit, religious secular, apolitical and federally tax 
exempt membership based international organization registered in Washington DC in 1991. As an 
internationally established organization dedicated in promoting, preserving and creating awareness of 
Nepali languages, literature and culture through out the world, our mission is to uphold our excellent 
reputation and consistently exceed the expectation of Nepalis and friends of Nepal by providing 
significant encouragement for, and facilitating the process of learning, reading, writing, publishing, 
distributing cost efficient, high quality Nepalese literary works. More information about INLS can be 
found at http://www.inls.org 

About INLS Global Network of People of Nepali Origin 

International Nepali Literary Society (INLS) Headquarter, Washington D.C. has been expanding it’s 
horizons by starting activities to promote Nepali language, literature and culture across North America 
and other countries. We are taking a ‘chapter’ approach. It means we start different chapters in the 
Cities/States where Nepali population is growing and people are interested and agree with the 
mission of INLS. The Chapters work as focus group with other existing community organizations and 
utilize the resources on INLS Global Network of People of Nepali Origin. 
Currently, INLS has 14 chapters worldwide including Japan, Russia, Belgium, Australia, Portugal, 
Saudi Arabia, Nepal, Bangaladesh and in various states of U.S. including Arizona, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Nebraska, Nevada, North Carolina and Texas. At this time we also have representatives 
in 7 other states in the US and 6 other countries. The representatives are working in establishing full 
fledge chapter in their respective areas. With this expansion, INLS Global Network has reached to 28 
different regions around the globe. As the only prominent Nepali institution with such an expanded 
global network, INLS is actively working on its campaign of preserving Nepali Identity in the 
Diasporas. It may be recalled that INLS has recently put forward a 9 point proposal to all the Nepali 
communities around the globe with a slogan- “Lets Unite Every Community to Keep Nepali Identity 
Alive and Vibrant”. The detail of the chapters and representatives on INLS Global Network is 
published at this location: http://www.inls.org/chapters.html 

Sincerely, 
Puru Subedi, President, 
International Nepali Literary Society (INLS), Washington D.C. http://www.inls.org Email: info@inls.org 
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Appeal: "Support Kids Suffering From Maoist Movement"  
By Anil Pandey 
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Announcement: "INLS Request for Submission of Books"  
By Puru Subedi 
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Sex Education-Necessity or Redicule 
By Pramod Pandey 
 
("Reflections from a decade back" is a regular feature of rejuvenated TND. Pramod Pandey compiles 
this section from materials published approximately 10 years ago. This piece of news was originally 
published on TND dated Dec 12, 1994 and was submitted by ATULADHAR@vax.clarku.edu (A 
TULADHAR). following a comment by pahari@ssc.wisc.edu (Anup Pahari)" - Ed) 

Date: Sat, 10 Dec 1994 12:28 EST 
From: ATULADHAR@vax.clarku.edu  
Subject: Re: The Nepal Digest - Dec 10, 1994 (24 Manghir 2051 BkSm)  
To: NEPAL@cs.niu.edu 

Etymology of "Puti_ali": the Nepali word for Butterfly: 

There has been some discussion of the etymology of the Nepali word for butterfly in the 
soc.culture.nepal. Many people have volunteered with their explanations but I have kept this away 
from the dodgy readers of TND who get offended by any articles remotely sexual. But since, none 
other than Shailendra Shukla of Florida has chosen to introduce the debate the issue in the last Dec 
10 issue of TND, I bring to you some of the contesting explanations with no inference from me 
because Sanskrit and Nepali are to me second or third languages (Newari and English are my 
primary language, just a historical accident of St.X, sorry). 

Different Meanings: 

"Putali" =   Butterfly (normal "Nepali ?" meaning) 

"Putali" =   Vulva, source the Vatsayana column in 
                 Nepali weekly "Punarjagaran", possibly 
                an "apa-vramsa" or synthesis of two root 
                words "Puti" + "Ali"= "Vagina" + "Little" 
                as in the teasing sense of give me a little 
                vagina, a metaphorical allegory, a metonymy. 

"Putali" =  from Sanskrit word, "Puti", referred in 
                Amarkosh to the poutrid, foul smell of 
                vagina, again discursive representation of 
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                Hindu feminity as something unclean, legitimating 
                suppressesion into second class citizens even 
                sub-humans. 

"Putali" = from Sanskrit words, "Put" + "Ali" where 
                "put" is the "Hraswo U" or shortened inflexion 
                referring to something sacred, chaste, virginal, and 
                pure. So "put_ali" becomes transalliterated into 
                "a little sacredness". Those who had sons were therefore 
                "Sa_put", or "with good sacredness" or the heavenly 
                kingdom for those with sons; those who had no sons were 
                destined for "A_put", the purgatory of the damned 
                defilement and debasement. 
                We are all aware of the derogatory our parents may have 
                used on us at some time: "Ka_put" or "Bad, son who 
                fails to grow up to meet the expectations of 
                the parent. 

"Putali" = "Putali" as in doll or may be effigy. Children play with 
                "putali" and communists regularly burn the effigy of Girija 
                "putali jalaunu". A reader said the word for effigy is 
                "putala" not "puali". 

While we are on the discussion of the etymology of the word "Putali" and their varied contextual 
meanings and their lexicological roots, I may mention that one reader actually contested the claim that 
there was no Nepali word for clitoris and female orgasm. This person claimed on the authority of a 
dictionary by Mahanand Sapkota that the word for clitoris is "Tishi" and the word for female orgasm is 
"foosi". 

I have no idea how credible this claim is but I do remember that "tishi" referred to any carbuncular 
swelling the size of a pea, so there is at least a morphological analogy to the clitoris but "foosi"? hmm, 
is this the literary device of metaphor: the subsitution of one sign for the other as in "passion" for 
"flame" or a metanymy, the association of one sign with another as in "wing" as part of an "aircraft"? 
Perhaps the word "foosi" is the combined form of "foos_i" or one who makes the sound of "foos", 
surely an onomatopoeic sound associated with the referent, a post-orgasmic blissful woman? 
 
 
Announcement: "NEPAL AT LACMA" 
Submitted by Tribhuvan Tuladhar 

NEPAL: Living Treasures and Buddhist Ritual Practices 

Times Mirror Central Court, LACMA 

For the first time in history, Buddhist priests from the Kathmandu Valley of Nepal will present their 
magnificent ritual practices outside of their homeland. These priests are the last surviving legacy of 
the Vajrayana Buddhist tradition of South Asia. The group with be led by Pandit Badriratna 
Bajracharya, the senior priest in Nepal, designated by the late King Birendra of Nepal as a "Living 
National Treasure." 

We invite you to join us for this unique opportunity to witness the living Buddhist traditions of Nepal. 
The program will include the creation of a special Nepali Buddhist sand mandala, ritual performances 
(pujas), dances (charya), and recitations from ritual Buddhist texts. Each day will begin with an 
introductory talk by Professors John C. Huntington and Dina Bangdel, guest co-curators of "The Circle 
of Bliss" exhibition. This will followed by a commentary on the specific activities of the day by Dr. 
Nareshman Bajracharya, Chair of the Buddhist Studies Department at Tribhuvan University in 
Kathmandu. 

This program is presented in conjunction with The Circle of Bliss: Buddhist Meditational Art exhibition, 
which is on view through January 4, 2004. 

For more information visit: visit www.lacma.org 
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Wonder: "Fasting fakir flummoxes physicians" 
From BBC 

Doctors and experts are baffled by an Indian hermit who claims not to have eaten or drunk anything 
for several decades - but is still in perfect health. Prahlad Jani, a holy man, or fakir, who is over 70 
years old, has just spent 10 days under constant observation in Sterling Hospital, in the western 
Indian city of Ahmedabad. 

He spent his 10 days in hospital in a specially prepared room, with a sealed-off toilet and constant 
video surveillance. To help the doctors verify his claims, Mr Jani agreed to avoid bathing for his time 
in hospital. 

The only fluid he was allowed was a small amount of water, to use as mouthwash. One hundred 
millilitres of water were given to him, and then collected and measured in a beaker when he spat it 
out, to make sure none had been drunk. During that time, he did not consume anything and "neither 
did he pass urine or stool", according to the hospital's deputy superintendent, Dr Dinesh Desai. Yet he 
is in fine mental and physical fettle, say doctors. 

Read more at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/3236118.stm 

Literature: Poems >> "Why Cancer, Why?" 
By N. Timilsina 

(N. Timilsina can be reached at rojins@yahoo.com) 

Effects family,  
Effects friends,  
And effects loved ones.  
No happiness, No joy  
Mere sadness, Sorrow  
And Maybe no tomorrow.  
No life, No laughter,  
Maybe no forever after.  
Hoping, Willing and Wanting  
Needles, Pills and Drugs  
Sterilized rooms, doctors and thugs.  
Losing hunger. Losing hope.  
Treatments are torture.  
Treatable? Most times unbeatable.  
Wanting to live, yet wanting to Die.  
Why Cancer? Why?? 

Literature: Poems >> "Civil War" 

By Subrath Shrestha 

(Subrath Shrestha is a graduate student at Bridgeport, CT and can be reached at 
subrath@hotmail.com) 

The nation is in civil war 
My nation, yours nation 
And our nation is 
Perhaps at a sustainable civil war 
We have interpreted this war 
With mixed feelings 
Either being emotional, rational 
Or indifferent 
World has observed this civil war 
Some have used it 
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To hold the chair 
Some have used this war 
As an agenda of controversy and conflict 
Some wise gentle person 
Have used this civil war 
For the promotion of their name and fame 
Or to grab aids from the donor 
The victims have suffer 
The  real pain of losing life 
And the victimizers are puzzled 
With the lost motive 
Of this war; 
Different people have used this civil war 
For different purpose 
I too am consumer of this war 
And I have used here 
To express it as a poem 
You too are a consumer of it 
So folks, how do you use 
This civil war? 

Puzzle: Lateral Thinking Submitted 
By Nava Raj from Calgary, Canada 

This puzzle challenges your Lateral Thinking.  Try solving them before scrolling down to the answers 
:-) Enjoy! 

        man  
1.    ------------              Answer: Man over board  
        board  

       stand  
2.   ------------               Scroll down for answer !  
         i  

3. /r/e/a/d/i/n/g/  

4.  r  
   road  
    a  
    d  

5.  cycle  
     cycle  
     cycle  

         0  
6.    ------------  
        M.D.  
        Ph.D.  

       knee  
7.   ------------  
       light  
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             ground  
8.         ---------------  
  feet feet feet feet feet feet  

9.      he's / himself.  

10.     ecnalg  

11. death ..... life  

12.  THINK  

13.    ababaaabbbbaaaabbbbababaabbaaabbbb....  

-------------- ANSWERS ------------------ 

1. Ans. = man overboard  

2. Ans. = I understand  

3. Ans. = reading between the lines  

4. Ans. = cross road  

5. Ans. = tricycle  

6. Ans. = two degrees below zero  

7. Ans. = neon light (knee-on-light)  

8. Ans. = six feet underground  

9. Ans. = he's by himself  

10. Ans. = backward glance  

11. Ans. = life after death  

12. Ans. think big !!  

13. Ans. long time no 'C' (see)  
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